
Notes 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Oscar Dancy, testimony, "Proceedings of the Joint Committee of the 

Senate and the House in the Investigation of the Texas State Ranger Force," 

Adjutant General Records , Texas State Archives , Austin, 543-544. The term 

"ethnic Mexican" is used in this book to refer to Mexican nationals and Mexican 

Americans living in the United States . 

2. Dancy, testimony, "Proceedings," 543-544 ; H.J. Kirk, testimony, "Pro­

ceedings," 597. Kirk identified Florencia's father as Miguel and his brother as 

Isadora, but did not name his mother or wife. 

3. Dancy, testimony, "Proceedings," 543-544; H. N. Gray, testimony, "Pro­

ceedings," 1059-1061. 

4. Ibid. 

5. Las Tranquilas Ranch was also known as the Piper Plantation. Reports 

noted that Chas Stark Jr., a US Army private, accompanied the Rangers as a guide 

along with two sons of Atenojenes Uribe. Report from Hon. Andres G. Garcia, 

Inspector General Charge' d Affairs, El Paso, Texas, May 24, 1918, evidence, 

"Proceedings," 807-809. Records show that Champion received permission from 

a local Judge Edwards. 

6. Chas F. Stevens, testimony, "Proceedings," 1432; "Servicio Con.~ular 

Mexico, Consulado General en El Paso, May 24, 1918," "Proceedings, 8tO; 

Dancy, testimony, "Proceedings," 543-544. 
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'· FH L rofilm 2 073,216. It appears that the number 189 Oflice, Ausr111, · mic ' ' . . • a code 
. d . f death was added 111 pencil or a different pen. The 

for un1dcnnf1c cause o ' 
I , be ,11 added after the certificate was filed on May 27 1918 number looks to iave c . , " . ' . 
A Cllarted with Mans Death, Bro11111sv11/c Herald May 28 9. "Rangers re . , , 

d R gers Waive Heanngs: Saddler and Lock Remanded to 
1919; "Accuse an ' . ,, . 

d fTI Captain-Bond Fixed at $3,000, Bro11111sv11/e Herald June 1 Custo y o 1e1r ' ' , 

1918
. "Dos Rangers Fueron Acusados de Homi cid10," La Prensa, June 3, 1918; 
'R F cron Consignados al Gran Jurado en Brownsville" La P,e,,s "Dos angers u ' a, 

6 1918 The n,0,,, 11sville Herald inaccurately identified Miguel as Florencio' 
June J, • . . s 
brother. Articles 111 La Pre/lSa list him as Im parent. La Prensa made mention of the 

I longer article about the demand for Mexican labor in Texas c 1arges 111 a · 
!O. Dancy, testimony, "Proceed111gs," 543-544; David MonteJano, A 11glos and 

Mcx,cat1s ;,1 rl,e ,\lakill<'! of Texas, 1836-1986 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 

1987), 110-112. Examrn111g the lives of people who lived in the borderlands, on 

the fnnges of natwnal powers, shows that they lived with relative autonomy from 

nauonal governments and without giv111g much care to the societal and racial norms 

that governed the rest of the U111ted States or Mexico. In his study of the annexatton 

and incorporat10n of half of Mexico's temtory through the Treaty of Guadalupe 

Hidalgo (1848), Montejano describes the n111eteenth century as a period when the 

Anglo elite learned Spanish, adopted Mexican ideals ofland llSe, mtermarried with 

Mexican women, and became close family friends with landowning Mexican families. 

11. Stevens, testimony, "Proceedmgs," 1432. 

12. Historians William D. Carrigan and Clive Webb caution readers not to 

assume that the numbers tallied by historians equal the actual number of Mexi­

cans killed by mobs in the United States. Instead, they hope their mdex will 

111spire new research while providing concrete evidence of the widespread horrors 

of lynching cultures in the United States. Carrigan and Webb, Fo~i,zotte11 Dead: ,Hob 

Vio/e,ue agai11st Mexicans i11 the United States, 1848-1928 (Oxford: Oxford Univer­

sity Press, 2013), 5. For more about what numbers reveal or obscure , see Chapter 2 

of this book. 

13. Linda Gordon, The Great Arizo11a Orpha11 Abd11ctio11 (Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press, 1999), 256-259. 

14. In his book Lyndti11g i11 the West, art historian Ken Gonzalez-Day shows 

what he calls the "transracial" nature of lynchings in California. He demonstrates 

that mobs were guided by public ant i-miscegenation and anti-immigrant senti­

ments as well as larger frustrations with the state judicial system. In California, 

African Americans, Native Americans, Chinese laborers, and Latinos of Mexican 

and Latin American descent were lynched. Gonzalez-Day, Ly11d1i11,(! i11 the West: 

1850- 1935 (Durham, NC : Duke University Press, 2006), 3. 



E
S TO PAGES 7 10 

r,lOT 
305 

c Mom ca Muiioz Martinez, "Recuperat' 
8

. 
\5. c ing !Stories ofV 

. s· Vcrn,,cular Hist ory-Making on the US-M iolcncc in th 
j\n1cfll.l-· ex1co B d . e 

Ii• 66 no . 3 (2014): 661-689, and Chapter 2 f ·h or er,'' Amcnca11 Quarter • . o t is book fo f 
011 of the pra ctices of terror and intimidati r Urther 

Jiscu~s1 on. 
· 6 "Trouble Zone along the Rio Grande ls Al D 

I • most eserted " s . c, September l l, 1915 . See also James Sandos R b 
11

. . ' an A11to11io 
f;.xpn'--, • e e 1011 111 tlie B d 

.11.5111 and tl1e Plan de San Die!?o (Nor man· Um ve f or crla11ds: 
,4,iar, I , • rs1ty o Oklaho p 

99'1)· Benpmin Heber Johnson, Revol11tio11 i11 Texas· H F ma ress, 
l - • · 0111 a orgottc11 R b . 
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Its , l ew avcn, CT: Yale 
University Pr ess, 2003), 2-3. 

17_ Michel- R olph Trou1llot rightfully remind s hist • h . 
h 1 1 . f onan s t at umversities and 

-\•ersity presses are not t eon y oc1 o the produ ctio fh ' . 
utll , n o iston cal narrative 
He built on M arco Ferro s arguments that academics ar h · 

- . . e not t e sole teachers 
fhiscory . For more, see Trou1llot , S1/e11cu1g the Past: Powe d 1 o r an t 1e Prod11a1011 of 

History (Boston : Beaco n Pre ss, 1995), 20, and Mar c Ferro I.:I. . 
. , . . . , 11sto1re sous survei//allce· 

Scieucc et consc1e11ce de l l11sto1re (Pam: Calmann Levy, 1985). · 

l8. Thes e methods are in spired partly by ongoing struggle s f h 
. o mot ers in the 

Americas who publicl y mourn the murder and disappearance of their children 

Public memorials and performan ces chall enge state v10lence and · d' 1 1 
· . . _ JU 1c1a neg ect 

while also serving as reminders of the pam carried by those living in the wake of 

state violence. ~or more '. see S~san~ Rotker , Captive Women: Oblivion and Memory 
in Argentina (Minneapolis: Umver s1ty of Minn esota Press, 2002); Diana Taylor, 

The Arcl1ive and tlze R epertoire: Perfor111i11g C11/t11ral Memory i11 tlie Americas (Durham, 

NC: Duke University Press, 2003 ); Rosa-Linda Fregoso, MeXicana Encoullters: The 

Maki11g of Social Identities 011 the Border/a11ds (Berkele y: Univer sity of California 

Press, 2003); Maria Jo sefina Saldana-Portillo, Tlze Revo/11tio11ary Imagination in the 

Americas and tlze Age of Develop111e111 (Durham , NC: Duke Univernty Press, 2003). 

This work is also informed by scholars advancing research and methods for 

narrating histori es of violence. See Karl Jacoby , Slzadows at Daw11: An Apache 

Massacre and tlze Violence of History (New York: Penguin , 2008); Ned Blackhawk, 

Violence over the Land: Indians and Empires i11 tlze Early American West (Cambridge, 

MA: Harvard Univer sit y Pre ss, 2008); Alicia Schmidt Camacho, Migrant Imag1-

11aries: Lati110 C11/t11ral Politics in tf1e US-Mexico Borderla11ds (New York: New York 

University Pre ss, 2008); Lisa Yoneyama, Hiroshima Traces: Time, Space and the 

Dialectics of Memory (Berkeley : University of California Press, 1999), Marisa 

Fuentes, Dispossessed Lives: Enslaved Women, Vio/e11ce, and the Arclzive (Philadelphia: 

University of Penn sylvania Press, 2016). 

19. Maria Josefi na Saldana-Portillo gracefully show s that both Spanish and 

British coloniali sm in North Am erica were space-ma king endeavors that carefully 

placed (and displaced) Indi geno us subjects in landscape. See Indian Given: Racial 

Geographies across Mexico a11d the United States (Durham , NC : Duke University 
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I \> --cott Webb T!,c Texas Ran.~crs: A Century 0r Fro 1. '>016) 7 Water n:, ' :., 11 re, 
Pres~, ~ . . . U iversity of Texas Press, 1995), 3, 11. Despite popular assu 
Drfc11sr (Amt1 n. n cl d 'T' . lllp. 

• 1iformly white, In 1genous an I CJanos also serv d 
. . bout Rangers as u1 e as 

11om '1 
' . , th century. Gary Anderson, Co11q11cst of Texas: Et/ . 

R "crs in the nineteen . 111,c 
ant- . . d L wd 1820-1875 (Oklahoma City: University of Oki 

Clrc111si11~ ,,, tire Pro1111sc c ' • a-
, , 

2005
) \0 176-180; Robert Pcrk111son, Texas To11.~/r: The Rise 0r 

homa Press, • . :., 
, p . EmJiirc (New York: Picador, 2010), 52-55. 

A111er,(cl S r,SOII 

A. t d In Perkinson Texas To11(llt, 55, 97; Johnson, Rc11ol11tion;,, Te-.. 
20. s quo e ' ' .,as, 

12
. Webb, Tire Texas Rangers, 279; Karl Jacoby, Tire Stra11,~c Career of Willian, Ellis: 
' -r. • SI r.v/io Became a Mcxica11 1vfillio11aire (New York: Norton, 2016) The 1 cxas ave r , 

10-13. 

2
1. Linda Gordon, T/,c Great Arizona Orpha11 Abd11ctio11 (Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press, 1999), 262, 266; Kelly Lytle Hernandez, Migra! A 
History of tl,c US Border Patrol (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2010). 

22. Some historians credit the Mexican rural police under the administration 

of President Porfirio Diaz with developing la ley de J,1ga. According to these 

accounts, the Rangers imported these brutal methods from Mexico. These 

suggestions displace the blame from Texas Rangers for their actions and frame 

Mexican officers as the root of this violent practice in the border region. To the 

contrary, prior to the Diaz regime, Texas residents complained that state agents 

did not hesitate to kill prisoners. Charles H. Harris and Louis R. Saddler, The 

Texas Ra11gcrs and tire Mexica11 Revo/11tio11: The Bloodiest Decade, 1910-1920 (Albu­

querque: University of New Mexico Press, 2007), 27. 

23. As quoted in Webb, Tire Texas Ra11gers, 227; editorial in the Victoria Advocate 

reprinted in the A11sti11 Daily Rep11blica11, October 10, 1870. 

24. Elliott Young, Catari110 Garza's Revo/11tio11 011 tire Texas-Mexico Border 

(Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2004), 7. 

25. Cortina's men would maintain contro l until December of that year when 

the US Army arrived in force to retake the region. The mid-1870s would 

agarn prove to be violent in west Texas when residents in El Paso, Ysleta, and San 

Elizario led a mob against new merchants who aimed to make a profit from salt 

deposits in the region. For generations residents had considered salt deposits 

located approximately 100 miles east of El Paso free for public use. Conflicts came 

to a head in 1877 and the US Army came to disperse the revolt. Miguel Levario 

writes that the El Paso Salt War defined the social context for Anglos livrng in 

west Texas. For more, see Levario, Militarizing tire Border: Wire11 Mexica11s Became 

tire E11emy (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2012) 36; Montejano, 

A11glos and Mexicans, 6, 32-36, 73; Mario T. Garcia, Desert Immigrants: T/ie 
Mexicans of El Paso, 1880- 1920 (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1982), 
156- 157. 
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ti transported from Texas to northern locations like Kansas c ·t d r 
cat c . 1 Y an 1orced 

ti n to patronize the railroads to move their herds north S ll cat cmc . ma er ranchers 

h t large properties could not sustam their herds and Mexic h wit ou an ranc ers m 
cular suffered d1sproport1onately high losses. Richard R Flores R b . 

partt . . · , emem enng 
tltt Alamo: .\1emory, Modwuty, and tire Master Symbol (Austin: University ofTexas 

Press, 2002), 46. 

29_ For more on the American property laws and the denial of property rights 

of Mexicans throughout the southwestern United States, see Richard White, "It's 

Your Misfort1me and None of My Oum": A New History of rite American West (New 

York: Norton, 1993); Patricia Nelson Limerick, Legacy of Conquest: Tlie Unbroken 

Past of tlie American West (New York: Norton, 1987); Montejano, Anglos and Mex,canS' 
David Weber, ed., Foreigners in T/1eir Native Land: Historical Roots of Mexican ' 

Allltricans (Albuquerque : University of New Mexico Press, 1973); Maria Montoya, 

Translating Property: T/1e Maxwell Land Gra11t and Conflict over Land in rite American 

West, 1840 to 1920 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002); Audrey 

Smedley, Race in Nort/1 America: Origin a11d Evol111iot1 of a Worldview (Boulder, CO: 

Westview Press, 2007). 

30. Walter Prescott Webb wrote that Mexicans became "victimized by the 

law" in their person and property. Webb, TIie Texas Rangers: A Century of Frontier 

Defense (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1995), 175-176; Montejano, Anglos and 

Mexicans, 51-53. Some of the nineteenth-century residents of the Southwest who 

benefited from Spanish colonization in the Americas now found themselves being 

displaced by new forms of colonization. 

31. Young, Catarino Garza's Revol111ion, 1, 7, 189-190. 

32. The US military needed basic geographical mappings of the region to 

suppress its residents . For more on these efforts to map and represent this region to 

the broader US public, see Young, Catarino Garza's Revolution, especially chapter 7. 

33. Quoted in ibid ., 226. 

34. For a fuller analysis of the social significance of the publications m El Bien 

P,,b/ico and the brutality of Captain Bourke, see ibid., 246-251. 
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36. Young, a ari 

37. Ibid., 210-211. 

38 Ibid., 209. 
· . • eludes Webb Duval, Nueces, Cameron, Hidalgo Sta 

39. Montejano in , . , rr, and 

C 
t s in his calculations for deep south Texas. Montejano Anafos d 

Zapata oun 1e • 6 au 

Mexicans, 106-109. 

4o. As quoted in ibid., 113. . . 

4
1. Carizzo Springs Javeli11, August 5, 1911, quoted m Montejano, Anglos and 

Mexicans, 131. . . 

42_ "Los Mexicanos de San Angelo Demandan a Los Smd1cos de las Escuelas 

Publicas," La Cron(ca, June 25, 1910. 

43_ See Mario T. Garcia, Desert Immigrants: The Mexica11S of El Paso, 1880-1920 
(New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1981); Johnson, Revolution in Texas, 59. 

44. Timothy J. Dunn, The Militarization of tlie US-Mexico Border, 1978-1992 

(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1996), 6-8; Montejano, Anglos a11d Mexicaus, 

106-117. 
45. John Mckiernan-Gonzalez reminds us that a mounted medical guard 

preceded the Border Patrol by forty years. In 1882 the US Marine Hospital 

Service drew a 146 mile-long line from Laredo to Corpus Christi and quarantined 

residents south of that line. Mckiernan-Gonzalez, Fevered Mearnres: Public Healt/r 

aud Race at tire Texas-Mexico Border, 1848-1942 (Durham, NC: Duke University 

Press, 2012) 10; "Prison Camp Is a Real Showground," El Paso Herald, March 18, 

1914; "Mexican Refugees Won't Be Sent Back," Netv York Times, January 13, 

1914; Soldiers Shoot Mexican at Marfa," El Paso Herald, January 12, 1914; 

"Vaccinations Are Blamed for Deaths," El Paso Herald, February 14, 1914; Lona 

Whittington, "Road of Sorrow: Mexican Refugees Who Fled Pancho Villa 

through Presidio, Texas, 1913-1914" (master's thesis, Sul Ross State University, 
Alpine, Texas, 1976), 3, 21, 57, 72-73. 

46. Nelson Greene, artist, Uncle Sam Picki11g Up Mexica11 Revol11tio1iists rvitl, 
Slrovelfor tire Intematio11a/ R11bbish Ca11

1 
Mexico, 1915 (photograph retrieved from 

the Library of Congress, https:// www.loc.gov/item/2016681636/). 

47. Dunn, Tl,e Militarizatio11 of tire US- Mexico Border, 9; Evan Anders, Boss Rule 
;,, Sout/r Texas: Tire Progressive Era (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1982), 
215-218; Arnoldo De Leon, War alo11g tire Border: The Mexica11 Revo/11tio11 and 
Tejallo Co11r11r1111ities (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2012). 

48· Harris and Saddler, Texas Ra11gers a11d the Mexica11 Revo/11tio11, 427; "Texas 
Ranger History" lm •// R • • J 'T • P· www.texas anger.org/ h1story/ T1111echaos.htm; ose · 
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Sl. Mont ejano, A11glos and Mexicans, 110-112; Johns on, Revolution in Texas 18 
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Texas Press, 1992), 75-76; Jam es L. Allhand s, Gringo Builders (lowa City: n p., 

1931), 265-266. 

53_ Frank Pierc e, A Brief History of the Lower Rio Grande Valley (Menasha, W\: 

George Banta, 1917), 114, 91. 

54. Trinidad Gonzales, "The M ex ican R evoluti on, Revol11cio11 de Texas, and 

[lfotanza de 1915," in War along the Border: The Mexican Revolution and Tejano 

c01111111mities, ed. Arnoldo De Leon (Co llege Station: Texas A&M University 

Press, 2012) 107-\33; Pi erce, A Brief History, 103; Judg e James B. Wells, testunony, 

"Proceedings," 676. 

55. Parede s, " With His Pistol i11 Hi s Hand," 3l. For more on Texas Rangers 

acting under the authority of th e state governor and being financed by Anglo 

ranchers, see Julian Samora, Joe Bernal , and Alberta Pena, G1111po111dcr Justice-A 

Reassessment of the Texas Rangers (Notr e Dam e, lN : University of Notre Dame 

Press, 1979); Harris and Saddler, Texas Rangers and the Mexican Revolutton. 

56. Montejano , Anglos and M exicans, 33. Regardm g El Plan de San Diego, 

h1stonans continue to debat e whether in sur rectioms ts actually authored the 

manifesto or if it was planted to justify brutal repression. 

57. C. L. Jessup , testimony, "Proceedings," 1102-1103. 
58. lbid ., 1119- 1120. 

59. Saidiya Hartman asks, "What are th e proto cols and limits that shape the 

narratives written as counter-history, an aspiration that isn't a prophylactic againSt 

the risks po sed by reiterating violent speech and depicting agam ntuals of 

torture?" Hartman , " Venu s in Two Acts," Small Axe, Jun e 2008, \-\-t. 
60. Paredes, "With Hi s Pistol i11 Hi s Hand "; Acuna, Occupied A111crirn; Robert 

Rosenbaum, Mexicano R esistance in the Southwest: "The Sacred Right of Srlf­
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Border Renaissance. 

64_ Elliot Young, for example, writes that if not for the corrido tradition, then 
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but forgotten. Growing studies of rebellion on the US-Mexi co border focus on 

armed conflict. Young, Catari110 Garza's Re11oilltio11, 2-8. For more on the history 
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University of New Mexico Press, 1987), xiv). This book expands the metaphorto 

examine how popular cultural memories similarly relegate some victims of racial 

violence to the margins. For more, see Vicki Rui z, From Out of the Shador11s: A 
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